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The meeting began with recognitions of numerous
Garden City High School seniors who have earned
prestigious distinctions. Congratulations and
applause went to Adelphi University Prize for
Leadership recipients Kaitlyn Fuoco, Ryann Henry,
Kasey Prybylski and Paige Pryor and National
Merit Commended Students Sophia Bernardo,
Lauren Davidson, Ryan Glenn, Mary Grlic, Jason
Luo, Ellis Mele, Kasey Prybylski, Paige Pryor, Lucas
Rose and Brendan Staub.  

HONORING STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENTS

BOARD OF EDUCATION
HIGHLIGHTS

 The following are highlights of discussions and actions from the Oct. 19 Board of
Education meeting. For the full minutes and audio recordings from the meeting, please

refer to “Agendas and Minutes” under the “Board of Education” section.
 

Dr. Sinha’s update summarized recent events and
shared important updates. She reported that
Homecoming week was filled with celebrations,
that former student Laura Peterson visited Garden
City Middle School last week and discussed her
work with NASA and that administrators attended
professional development sessions on curriculum
coordination. She noted that the district is looking
for new members of its Technology Planning
Committee, which will develop a strategic vision
and goals to support student achievement and 

BOARD RECOGNITION MONTH
In honor of Board of Education Recognition Month,
Dr. Sinha lauded the Board members and thanked
them for their contributions to the community and
district. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S UPDATE
engagement, and shared that the number of COVID
cases in the community continues to decline. She
also addressed concerns over class sizes at
Homestead and noted that while they are within
Board guidelines, administrators are continuing to
observe and assess classrooms and have
implemented certain changes to provide more small
group instruction. 
 



OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE:
The Board accepted a donation of books
from family and friends of Rayna Petrella in
memory of the beloved Homestead and
Stratford teacher, who made many
contributions to the district. 

The Board also graciously accepted gifts
from athletic organizations. Friends of
Garden City Girls Soccer donated $2,000 to
help defray cost of bus transportation, and
Friends of Garden City Football donated
$2,875 for the team’s travels. 

The Board approved a change in title for
current Interim Athletic Director Bob
Panariello to Interim Executive Director of
Wellness & Athletic Operations. Plans are in
the works for him to remain with the district
until the end of the school year while the
search for a permanent Athletic Director
continues.

The agenda included the addition of a Board
of Education budget meeting for budget
planning.

Board of Education President Bill Holub
shared that he and Board trustee Michael
Cassaro attended an Audit Committee
meeting earlier in the month, and that he
and Vice President Stefanie Granville will
attend an upcoming school boards
consortium meeting. 

 

The district’s auditing firm, Nawrocki Smith,
LLP, provided an update and noted that the
district received a clean or unmodified
opinion. They praised the business office’s
work and timeliness in preparing its financial
report. 

UPCOMING BOARD
OF ED MEETINGS:
November 9: Work Session, Garden City High
School, 8:15 p.m.

November 16: Regular Session, Garden City
High School, 8:15 p.m.

Mr. Holub addressed a communication to
the Board from a resident who provided
his analysis and interpretation of the
district’s culturally responsive teaching
and assertion that the District is teaching
“Critical Race Theory and utilizing an
“Anti-Racist” education model to
indoctrinate its students in the ways of
social justice and committed activism.”
Mr. Holub emphasized, that the district
teaches children how to think, not what
to think; to examine all sides of an issue
and engage in healthy and respectful
debate – all skills that will prepare them
well for the diverse world that we live in.
Dr. Sinha suggested a work session to
share how students are taught to think
critically, engage in discussion, dialogue
and debate, and work together in the
coming months.
 


